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MINUTES

REGION H WATER PLANNING GROUP MEETING


10:00 A.M.

OCTOBER 4, 2000

SAN JACINTO RIVER AUTHORITY OFFICES

LAKE CONROE DAM

1577 DAM SITE ROAD

CONROE, TEXAS 

MEMBERS PRESENT:    James Adams, Chairman, Roosevelt Alexander, John R. Bartos, Robert Bruner, Mark Evans, Mary Alice Gonzalez, Jack Harris, David Jenkins, Carolyn Johnson, Marvin Marcell, James Morrison, Ernest Rebuck, Jack Searcy, Jr., Gary Stobb, Michael S. Sullivan, William Teer, and Danny Vance, C. Harold Wallace and Kerry Whelan. 

DESIGNATED ALTERNATES:  Skip Thomas alternate for James Murray, Tom Michel alternate for Ron Neighbors, Ron Hudson alternate for Gary Oradat, Dennis Qualls alternate for Tom Ray and Scott Ehni alternate for Steve Tyler.  

MEMBERS ABSENT:   James Murray, Ronald J. Neighbors, Gary Oradat, Tom Ray and Steve Tyler.

PRESIDING:    James Adams, Chairman


INTRODUCTIONS

Mr. Adams distributed a newspaper article on the Bedias Creek reservoir and stated that he had received a number of phone calls from angry citizens.

APPROVE MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 6, 2000 MEETING

Motion by Mr. Sullivan to approve the minutes as presented.  Second by Mr. Searcy.  Motion carried. 

BRIEFING ON PUBLIC HEARINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS RESULTING FROM THEM

Mr. Taylor stated that there had been a good turn out at the public hearings and that it was evident that the attendees had read the material and were prepared with well-informed questions.  He reviewed the summary of the public comments and also stated that written comments from the public hearings were available.

CONTINUATION OF SELECTED AND OTHER POSSIBLE MANAGEMENT STRATEGIES AND APPROVAL OF ADDITIONS OR REVISIONS

Mr. Taylor stated there were a few changes made which were prompted by the public comments.  He stated that public information was originally going to be included as an appendix to Task 5.  He stated that Task 7 was created to address comments from the public.  He stated that the public wanted conservation also to be addressed.  He further stated that it was recommended that a discussion occur with Region G to make sure that both regions were utilizing the same data.  He stated that minor revisions were made to the Executive Summary and only two technical changes were made.

Mr. Stobb stated that Harris County estimates indicated that it was going to cost at least one billion dollars to provide transmission mains for treated surface water for Harris County and that the report did not mention that fact because only raw water was addressed in the plan.  The consultants stated that the information provided would be corrected and clarified in the ultimate plan.

Mr. Taylor stated that some people felt the plan was too heavily weighted on the southern part of Region H and not enough attention was paid to Leon, Madison, Polk and Trinity Counties, so language was added showing that those areas have few problems because of more abundant supplies and less demand.

DISCUSSION OF LEGISLATIVE AND POLICY ISSUES AND APPROVAL OF ADDITIONS OR REVISIONS

Mr. Taylor reviewed the legislative and policy issues suggested by the attendees of the public hearings.

Motion by Mr. Vance to approve the inclusion of Task 7 with the recommended revisions and changes.  Second by Mr. Searcy.  Motion carried.

GENERAL DISCUSSION, INCLUDING SETTING TIME, PLACE AND AGENDA FOR REGION H LEGISLATIVE BRIEFING/RECEPTION

Ms. Glenda Callaway stated that Thursday, November 16, 2000 from 5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. is the best date and time for the legislators to attend.  She stated there were several possible locations such as Cape Center, the Faculty Club on the University of Rice Campus and the University of Houston Hilton Hotel.  She also stated that she needed guidance and the authorization to spend between $1,000 and $1,200 for the location, catering and invitations.  It was suggested that the Executive Committee review the possibilities and make a determination on the location and the agenda.

Mr. Harris suggested that the Region H members be divided up and each legislator be personally contacted and invited to the briefing/reception.  

Motion by Mr. Jenkins to have the Executive Committee review with Ms. Callaway the location of the briefing/reception to be held November 16, 2000 from 5:30 p.m. until 7:00 p.m., the associated costs, and the agenda and to authorize her to proceed.  Second by Mr. Harris.  Motion carried.

GENERAL DISCUSSION

Mr. Adams introduced David Kleinman, of the Nurserymen’s Association, who will be replacing Sterling Cornelius, a non-voting member.

Mr. Adams stated that the Scope Committee, which consists of Carolyn Johnson, Jim Adams, David Jenkins, Danny Vance, Tom Michel for Ron Neighbors, Ron Hudson for Gary Oradat and Ernie Rebuck, will meet in the conference room after the meeting.

TEXAS WATER DEVELOPMENT BOARD

Mr. Rebuck stated that all members received advanced notice of the opportunity to change boundaries within their regions.  He stated that there were a small number of regions who indicated a desire to change boundaries.

He stated that the TWDB was in various stages of developing Groundwater Availability Models (GAMs).  He stated that the Carrizo-Wilcox and the Gulf Coast aquifer, which consists of the Chicot, Evangeline and Jasper aquifers, would be modeled in the first phase of the project.  He stated that five proposals had been received on the lower portion of the Gulf Coast aquifer.

Mr. Adams stated that since Region H touches the Carrizo-Wilcox and the Gulf Coast aquifer, he is asking the Harris-Galveston Coastal Subsidence District to review the proposals on the Gulf Coast aquifer, and the Brazos River Authority to review the proposals on the Carrizo-Wilcox aquifer.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
None

NEXT MEETING

Special Meeting

Legislative Briefing Meeting 

November 16, 2000

5:30 to 7:00 p.m.

Hilton Hotel, University of Houston

Waldorf-Astoria Ballroom

Room 210 MAB

4800 Calhoun

Houston, Texas

Next Regular Meeting

December 6, 2000

10:00 a.m.

San Jacinto River Authority Office

Lake Conroe Dam

MEETING ADJOURNED  

PAGE  
1

