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MINUTES

REGION H WATER PLANNING GROUP MEETING


10:00 A.M.

MAY 1, 2002
SAN JACINTO RIVER AUTHORITY OFFICES

LAKE CONROE DAM

1577 DAM SITE ROAD

CONROE, TEXAS 

MEMBERS PRESENT:    James Adams, Chairman, Roosevelt Alexander, John R. Bartos, Robert Bruner, Mary Alice Gonzalez, David Jenkins, Carolyn Johnson, Marvin Marcell, James Morrison, Ronald J. Neighbors, Ernest Rebuck, Jack Searcy, Jr., Michael S. Sullivan, Jeff Taylor, William Teer, Kerry Whelan and Danny Vance. 

DESIGNATED ALTERNATES:   Judge Carolyn Bilski alternate for Mark Evans and Andrea   Walters alternate for James Murray.

MEMBERS ABSENT:   Mark Evans, Jack Harris, James Murray, Gary Stobb, Larry Taylor, Steve Tyler, Tom Clark, and C. Harold Wallace.
PRESIDING:   James Adams, Chairman


INTRODUCTIONS

Mr. Adams stated that Jack Harris was out of the country.  Gary Oradat, representative from the City of Houston, resigned his position on the RHWPG and recommended nominating Jeff Taylor, newly appointed Director of Public Utilities for the City of Houston.  Mr. Adams also stated that Tom Clark left his position at the Brazos River Authority.  He further stated that Judge Carolyn Bilski is the alternate for Mark Evans and Andrea Walters is the alternate for James Murray.
APPROVE MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 27, 2002
Motion by Mr. Marcell to approve the minutes of the February 27, 2002 meeting as presented.  Second by Ms. Johnson.  Motion carried.  
POPULATION  PROJECTIONS
Mr. Lowry presented the draft population projections received from the TWDB.  He stated that the 2000 Census count was perceived by most to be accurate, but the 1990 Census was undercounted, which artificially inflated the numbers of migration.  He stated that the definition of migration relative to this report means population change outside of recorded births and deaths, therefore residents who were not counted in the 1990 Census but were counted in the 2000 Census are included as migration to the area.  Because of this artificial inflation of the migration rate, the State is recommending that a migration rate equal to 50% of the 1990-2000 rate be used for future projections.  Counties where exceptions to this rule will be used were identified in the handout packet.  He further noted that TWDB’s projections have been very accurate over time, particularly for larger composite regional areas, and that differences are seen mainly in smaller, sub-regional areas. 

Mr. Rebuck stated that the current TWDB rules require public utilities supplying more than 280 acre-feet per year to be treated as WUGs for the purpose of identification and planning.  He stated that they now can be combined and organized into larger groups of five or more (by county).  Regional authorities such as the NHCRWA, the WHCRWA, and the Mid-Brazoria County Water Planning Group are examples of possible groupings.  Other groups may be defined by the RHWPG for the sake of planning in the County-Other areas.  Mr. Lowry recommended that the RHWPG wait until the TWDB completes it’s task of identifying and defining populations for all of the retail providers in Region H.  The RHWPG can then define logical boundaries for groups that do not have established political boundaries.  

Mr. Rebuck also stated that the basic parameters used for the TWDB’s population projections were developed by the Texas State Data Center at A&M based on their analysis of the 2000 and prior Census data.  Water demand projections will be based on per-capita rates applied to those populations.
RESIGNATION OF GARY ORADAT,WHO HAS BEEN PROMOTED TO PUBLIC WORKS CHIEF OF STAFF, AND NOMINATION OF JEFF TAYLOR, WHO HAS ASSUMED THE POSITION OF DEPUTY DIRECTOR FOR WATER UTILITIES WITH THE CITY OF HOUSTON, AS A VOTING MEMBER REPRESENTING MUNICIPALITIES

Motion by Mr. Neighbors to accept the resignation of Gary Oradat and ask the Chair to prepare a resolution for Mr. Oradat, thanking him for his service to RHWPG.  Second by Mr. Jenkins.  Motion carried. 
Motion by Mr. Neighbors to nominate Jeff Taylor, Deputy Director for Water Utilities with the City of Houston, and that he be selected to serve on the RHWPG representing municipalities.  Second by Mr. Jenkins.  Motion carried unanimously.
PUBLIC MEETING TO RECEIVE THE DRAFT INFRASTRUCTURE FINANCING REPORT, RECEIVE PUBLIC COMMENT, AND DISCUSS AND APPROVE THE REPORT FOR SUBMITTAL TO TWDB

Mr. Adams opened the public meeting. 
Mr. Parkhill reviewed and discussed the draft infrastructure financing report.  There were many in-depth questions regarding recommended water supply and transmission systems, municipal water users groups, and capital costs by category.

Mr. Parkhill and Ms. Callaway discussed the summary of survey responses.  He stated that out of the 44 municipalities surveyed only 17 responded and several did not agree with the population and water demand projections applied to them in the regional plan, stating that their community would be built-out below the 2050-population projection.  He then discussed the seven counties surveyed in which there were no responses.  He explained that counties in this region are not historically responsible for water supply, but they do administer transportation, flood control, and other civil infrastructure through tax-funded programs.  Ms. Callaway stated that there were only four questions to answer and there were no guidelines on how to answer the questions.  
Mr. Ken Kramer, representative from the Sierra Club, stated that given the short time to review the draft RHWPG Infrastructure Report and working under strict deadlines, he suggested that in the future there should be enough time given to allow people to thoroughly discuss and comment on the recommendations that RHWPG makes.  He also stated that he has concerns about the validity of the responses.  He stated since there has not been adequate time for debate, it may be possible to set aside and discuss at another time.  He further stated that his concerns were:  the lack of funding for water conservation programs, interbasin transfers, and junior rights. 

There being no further comment, Mr. Adams closed the public meeting.

DISCUSS, REVIEW AND RECOMMEND POTENTIAL METHODS TO DEVELOP STATE FUNDING FOR INFRASTRUCTURE

Mr. Parkhill reviewed each of the following proposed recommendations for potential methods to develop state funding for infrastructure with the Group:    

· State Participation Program 
· State Revolving Fund Programs
· State Loan Program
· Agricultural Water Conservation Loan Program
· USDA Rural Utilities Service Water and Waste Disposal Loans and Grants

· Regional Water Supply and Wastewater Facilities Planning Program
Mr. Parkhill also reviewed the following policy recommendations which indirectly impact financing for water infrastructure: 
· Desalination
· Research grants to study and better develop efficient irrigation practices
· Regulatory changes that will allow USACE to increase water supply storage in the reservoirs they manage

· Revise the current law on interbasin transfers to remove the barriers to transfers that now exist 
· Advanced Water Conservation and establish a set of guidelines for regional water conservation planning and monitoring, targeted at Counties and Regional Councils of Government
· Forming of regional facilities and encourage the State to remove any impediments to these entities, including restrictions to the use of public/private partnerships
· Monitor diversions and movements of the Brazos and Trinity Rivers across the basins.  Watermaster programs offer an independent means of accomplishing this and could be established when necessary by appropriate river authorities
· Increase funding of bay and estuary programs to (1) increase the body of scientific knowledge about fisheries in Galveston Bay, (2) define and research Sabine Lake Estuary issues 
· Develop State legislation limiting the liability exposure of reservoir operators for passing flood flows through water supply reservoirs  
Mr. Parkhill reviewed each proposed recommendation in the Draft Infrastructure Financing Report.  The RHWPG made revisions to each recommendation after extensive discussion and a consensus was reached. The revisions were immediately inserted into the draft. 

Motion by Mr. Jenkins to approve the Infrastructure Financing Report as amended and submit it to the TWDB.  Second by Mr. Sullivan.  Motion carried unanimously. 

DISCUSS GRANT APPLICATION FOR NEXT PHASE OF PLANNING
Mr. Rebuck briefly discussed the progress of the application submitted to the TWDB for the Research and Planning Fund Grant for the preparation of the 2006 Regional Water Plan for Region H.
AGENCY COMMUNICATIONS

Mr. Woodrow distributed a summary of Dr. Larry McKinney’s (TPWD) testimony provided to the Joint Interim Committee On Water Resources.
GENERAL DISCUSSION
None

PUBLIC COMMENTS

None

NEXT MEETING

Undetermined date in July, 2002, to be called by the chair.
10:00 a.m.

San Jacinto River Authority Office

Lake Conroe Dam

MEETING ADJOURNED  
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