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MINUTES

REGION H WATER PLANNING GROUP MEETING

10:00 A.M.

APRIL 6, 2005
SAN JACINTO RIVER AUTHORITY OFFICE
LAKE CONROE DAM

1577 DAM SITE ROAD

CONROE, TEXAS 

MEMBERS PRESENT:   James Adams, Chairman, Roosevelt Alexander, John R. Bartos, John Blount, Robert Bruner, Mark Evans, Jason Fluharty, Jack Harris, Robert Istre, Carolyn Johnson, David Jenkins, Marvin Marcell, James Morrison, James Murray, Bill Roberts, Jack Searcy, Jr., Jeff Taylor, William Teer, Danny Vance, and C. Harold Wallace. 

DESIGNATED ALTERNATES:  David Wheelock alternate for John Baker, Tom Michel alternate for Ron Neighbors, Ed Shackleford alternate for Jack Searcy Jr. and Jace Houston alternate for Michael S. Sullivan. 

MEMBERS ABSENT:  John Baker, Mary Alice Gonzalez, Ron Neighbors, Michael S. Sullivan, and Steve Tyler.
PRESIDING:   James Adams, Chairman


INTRODUCTIONS

Mr. Adams stated that David Wheelock is the alternate for John Baker, Tom Michel is the alternate for Ron Neighbors, Ed Shackleford is the alternate for Jack Searcy Jr., and Jace Houston is the alternate for Michael S. Sullivan.
APPROVE MINUTES OF MARCH 1, 2005
Motion by Ms. Johnson to approve the minutes of the March 1, 2005, meeting with corrections noted.  Second by Mr. Alexander.  Motion carried unanimously.
PUBLIC COMMENTS ON AGENDA ITEMS
Brandt Mannchen with the Sierra Club commented regarding lake levels in the Chapter 5 report.  He stated that lake levels need to be more understandable to the public instead of reporting the levels in feet above sea level.  The Sierra Club has submitted a list of streams to the consultants that they consider qualified for classification as unique streams.   
CONSULTANTS REPORTS
CHAPTER 5 COMMENTS
David Parkhill reported that they are not ready to respond to the comments from the Sierra Club on Draft Chapter 5 at the meeting but they will be addressed before next month when it is time to vote on approving Chapter 5.

Mr. Bartos recognized the Sierra Club for their efforts in preparing comments concerning Chapter 5.
PRESENTATION OF CHAPTERS 4 & 7
Andy Sterbenz presented Chapter 4 and covered the following subjects:
1. Identifications of needs

2. Potential WMS

3. Evaluation and selection of WMS

4. Strategy allocation

5. Impacts of the 2001 State Water Plan on Galveston Bay

6. Socio-economic impacts of not meeting needs

The Chapter 7 presentation covered the following subjects:

1. Water resources

2. Agricultural resources

3. Natural resources

UNIQUE STREAM SEGMENTS AND RESERVOIRS

Unique stream segment criteria were discussed.  It was mentioned that Region H was the only regional planning group to recommend segments in the 2001 Water Plan.  Several stream segments were discussed for possible inclusion in the 2006 Region H Water Plan.
Motion by Mr. Bruner to approve the six stream segments previously approved for the 2001 Region H Water Plan to be included in the 2006 Plan and to deny the rest of the proposed stream segments.  Second by Mr. Wallace.  Motion failed (Ayes - 10, Nays – 9, Abstained - 1).

Motion by Mr. Bartos to approve the six stream segments previously approved for the 2001 Region H Water Plan to be included in the 2006 Region H Water Plan.  Seconded by Mr. Marcell.  Motion passed (Ayes – 18, Nays – 2). 
Motion by Mr. Bartos to include the stream segment from Austin Bayou as a unique stream segment in the 2006 Region H Water Plan.  Seconded by Mr. Jenkins.  Motion passed (Ayes – 19, Nays – 1).
Motion by Mr. Bartos to include the stream segment from Oyster Bayou as a unique stream segment in the 2006 Region H Water Plan.  Seconded by Mr. Vance.  Motion passed (Ayes – 20, Nays – 0).
Motion by Mr. Bartos to include the stream segment from Boswell Creek as a unique stream segment in the 2006 Region H Water Plan.  Seconded by Mr. Jenkins.  Motion failed (Ayes – 3, Nays – 16).
Motion by Mr. Bartos to include the stream segment from Lone Oak Bayou as a unique stream segment in the 2006 Region H Water Plan.  Seconded by Mr. Jenkins.  Motion failed (Ayes – 7, Nays – 7).
Motion by Mr. Bartos to include the stream segment from White Bayou as a unique stream segment in the 2006 Region H Water Plan.  Seconded by Mr. Jenkins.  Motion failed (Ayes – 2, Nays – 10).
Unique Reservoir Sites were recommended as follows:
· Allen’s Creek
· Bedias Reservoir 

· Little River (on-channel)

· Little River (off-channel)

Motion by Mr. Vance to include the recommended reservoirs as unique reservoir sites in the 2006 Region H Water Plan.  Seconded by Mr. Harris.  Motion Passed

LUNCH BREAK

LEGLISLATION UPDATE
Jace Houston, David Parkhill, and Mike Reedy informed the members of pending legislation of interest that has been filed in the Texas Legislature.

INFRASTRUCTURE FINANCING SURVEY
The Infrastructure Financing Survey will be mailed to WUGs in April. Survey results will be tabulated and recommendations on funding will be included in Chapter 9.
PUBLIC MEETING AND HEARINGS

Glenda Callaway informed the group of the requirements for required notices and public participation for the 2006 Region H Plan.  At the May meeting, the consultant team will present a recommendation on how to proceed with the public notices and hearings.
LEGISLATIVE RECOMMENDATIONS
David Parkhill presented the recommendations that were made in the 2001 Region H Plan and 2002 Infrastructure Financing Report.  Some of the issues were addressed in legislation by the 77th Legislature while others remained to be addressed.  Policy surveys were taken asking for high-ranking issues to be included as possible additional recommendations for the 2006 Region H Plan.  Any other recommendations to be included in the plan need to be turned into the consultants for the final report.
PUBLIC COMMENT
None. 
AGENCY COMMUNICATIONS

Bill Roberts of TWDB reported that the supplemental funding for the regional planning groups is currently in the Legislature.
NEXT MEETING

Wednesday, May 4, 2005
San Jacinto River Authority

Lake Conroe Dam

1577 Dam Site Road

Conroe, Texas
ADJOURNED
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