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MINUTES

REGION H WATER PLANNING GROUP MEETING

10:00 A.M.

DECEMBER 7, 2005
SAN JACINTO RIVER AUTHORITY OFFICE
LAKE CONROE DAM

1577 DAM SITE ROAD

CONROE, TEXAS 

MEMBERS PRESENT:   James Adams, Chairman, Roosevelt Alexander, John Baker, John R. Bartos, John Blount, Robert Bruner, Mark Evans, Jason Fluharty, Jack Harris, Robert Istre, James Morrison, James Murray, Ron Neighbors, Jimmie Schindewolf, Jeff Taylor, William Teer,  and C. Harold Wallace . 

DESIGNATED ALTERNATES:  Tom Michel alternate for Mary Alice Gonzalez, Reid Eichelberger alternate for Carolyn Johnson, Jace Houston alternate for Marvin Marcell, and Robert Stevens alternate for Danny Vance.
MEMBERS ABSENT: Mary Alice Gonzalez, David Jenkins, Carolyn Johnson,  Marvin Marcell, Steve Tyler and Danny Vance.
NON-VOTING MEMBERS PRESENT:  Bill Roberts
PRESIDING:   James Adams, Chairman


INTRODUCTIONS

Mr. Adams stated that Tom Michel is the alternate for Mary Alice Gonzalez, Reid Eichelberger is the alternate for Carolyn Johnson, Jace Houston is the alternate for Marvin Marcell, and Robert Stevens is the alternate for Danny Vance.
PUBLIC COMMENTS ON AGENDA ITEMS
None. 
AGENDA & CALENDAR UPDATE

David Parkhill reported the agenda and the upcoming calendar events for the RHWPG:
December meeting agenda included:

· Final approval of the 2006 Region H Water Plan 

· Preliminary discussion for the next round of planning.

Upcoming Calendar Events

· January 5, 2006
Deadline to Submit Final 2006 Region H Water Plan to TWBD
· March/April
TWDB Approval

· January 2007
TWBD submittal of state water plan to Texas Legislature.

MOTION TO APPROVE 2006 REGION H PLAN FOR SUBMITTAL

Motion by Mr. Neighbors to approve the 2006 Region H Plan to be submitted to the TWDB for final approval.  Second by Mr. Baker.  Chairman Adams announced the motion carried unanimously.

CONSULTANTS REPORTS
David Parkhill reported on potential planning activities for the next round of regional planning.

· Agency discussion to-date (preliminary)

· Funding level assumed to remain constant

· No comprehensive re-analysis of water demand or strategies for next round
· Formal 5-year update of regional plan still required

· Occasional plan amendments expected

· RWPG input on proposed activities may be requested early next year
· Previous studies recommended but not funded for 2006 plan.

· Environmental impacts of recommended or alternative water management strategies.

· Conservation and drought management.

· Wastewater reuse as a management strategy.

· Additional water management strategies.

· Implementation of the planning process.

· Requested Study Items Not Funded for the 2006 Planning Cycle

· Evaluate the impacts on freshwater inflows to Sabine Lake as a result of the importation of water from Toledo Bend Reservoir and/or Sam Rayburn Reservoir to Region H.  (Low Priority)

· Evaluate the socio-economic impacts on recreational uses and development associated with area water supply reservoirs as future demands increase and diversions from these lakes are maximized.  (High Priority)
· Evaluate the feasibility of developing an additional water supply for the region through construction of a seawater desalination facility at the P.H. Robinson Power Plant.  (Low Priority)

· Evaluate the potential for increased water supply in the region through the marketing of private surface water rights and imported groundwater supplies.

· Environmental Impacts of Water Management Strategies (High Priority)

· Galveston Bay and instream flows

· Socio-economic factors including recreation

· Population growth sustainability

· Aquifer sustainability

· Surface water quality

· Conservation and Drought Management

· Industrial conservation quantification
· Process to support agricultural conservation

· Drought management as a supply strategy

· Increased municipal conservation goals

· Improved models for municipal plans

· Regional Conservation Task Force (Municipal, Industrial, and Agricultural)

· Wastewater Reuse

· Impacts to instream flows

· Opportunities with current suburban development

· Additional industrial process and cooling opportunities (beyond Houston Ship Channel)

· Better definition for City of Houston and NHCRWA proposed reuse programs

· Additional Water Management Strategies

· Aquifer storage and retrieval

· Brazos alluvium availability studies

· Travis alluvium availability studies

· Conjunctive use of interruptible supplies

· Groundwater importation studies

· Conversion of agriculture to M&I usage

· Improved cost data for selected water management strategies

· Implementation of the Planning Process

· Project website and paperwork management

· Amendments to the 2006 Plan

· Technical Committees/Task Forces

· Galveston Bay freshwater inflow group

· Agricultural irrigation

· Municipal conservation

· Wastewater reuse

· Groundwater modeling

PUBLIC COMMENTS
Brandt Mannchen of the Houston Sierra Club commented on the damage done to the dams from Hurricane Rita.  He questioned the use of saline aquifers as a source of water in the future and that it would be very good to decide what water is to be used for in the future.
Steve Boykin of the Brazosport Water Authority questioned the dates of 2020 for construction of a saltwater barrier.  He believes the date will be earlier.  

David Parkhill commented that no entity has picked up the funding for such a study at this time.
MINUTES OF NOVEMBER 2, 2005 MEETING
Motion by Mr. Alexander to approve the minutes of the November 2, 2005, meeting as presented. Second by Mr. Blount.  Motion carried unanimously.

APPOINT NOMINATING COMMITTEE FOR REGION H OFFICERS AND EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Mr. Adams selected the following members to serve on the Nominating Committee:  Jack Harris (Chairman), Robert Bruner, Jason Fluharty, and Jimmie Schindewolf.

AGENCY COMMUNICATIONS

Bill Roberts reported that the TWDB is in early stages of discussion about changes for the next round of planning and a group will be meeting in February.  The Board is exploring staff recommended policies for implementing water strategies.
NEXT MEETING

March 1, 2006
San Jacinto River Authority

Lake Conroe Dam

1577 Dam Site Road

Conroe, Texas
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